SMART About Water

Case Studies of Trailblazer Communities



Background Information

Name of Community: Pigg and Old Woman’s River areas, Virginia

Community Contact: Garrett Hodges and Ned Hudson

RCAP Contact (and RCAP Region): Douglas Phillips, Southeast RCAP

Population: 4,400

Type of Water Source (groundwater, surface water): Groundwater

Type of Wastewater System: Onsite Systems

Interview Questions

What was the issue that prompted the development of a source water protection plan (SWPP)? 

The issue was prompted by state and EPA mandates on impaired rivers.

Who were the community leaders (sparkplugs) that got the project started and kept it going? 

Garrett Hodges and Ned Hudson, both farmers.

What were the primary obstacles to developing and implementing the SWPP? 

The main obstacle was the time that had to be built in for the public process.

What were the main elements in the SWPP? 

Some of the main elements included coordinating specific working groups from the agricultural, residential, and governmental sectors and the TMDL Implementation Plan contractor. 

What are the benefits to having a SWPP in place? 

It makes the process of correcting impaired rivers a much more organized and timely process.

Where is the community in the SWPP process? 

The DEQ has now almost finalized the TMDL Implementation Plan.

How long did it take to get this far? 

It has taken three years.

What are the next steps they plan to take? 

The next step is to get the final implementation plan and begin mitigation of problems.

Is implementing the SWPP a priority? 

Yes, it is a priority.

What resources did they capitalize on (especially SMART resources) and what do they need to continue the work they’ve started? 
Used state resources, extension service information, and USDA Resource Conservation Service.
What advice would they give to a community about to embark on an SWPP? 

Make sure the planning stage is thorough. Obtain input from as many entities as possible.

Interview conducted with Douglas Phillips, Southeast RCAP.

