SMART About Water

Case Studies of Trailblazer Communities



Background Information

Name of Community: Grant Parish District 7, Louisiana

Community Contact: Larry McKay, superintendent of Dry Prong, Louisiana

RCAP Contact (and RCAP Region): Chris Brunson, Community Resource Group

Population: 3,360

Type of Water Source (groundwater, surface water): Groundwater

Type of Wastewater System: Municipal Sewage and Septic Systems

Interview Questions

What was the issue that prompted the development of a source water protection plan (SWPP)? 

The biggest concern was the quality of water. They have several lakes in the area. Due to failing septic tanks, a big concern was the quality of water in the lakes and streams in the area. They appreciated the fact that they not only had to worry about contaminating their water source but their recreation source. Where they go fishing and boating was in danger, as well as their source water.

Who were the community leaders (sparkplugs) that got the project started and kept it going? 

Larry McKay, superintendent of Dry Prong, was the community leader.

What were the primary obstacles to developing and implementing the SWPP? 

Passing the ordinance was difficult. There was some reluctance to pass that on the county level. It just took some time to explain it in detail. 

What were the main elements in the SWPP? 

There were two recycling collection sites we put in. The biggest concern was oil recycling. They are a very rural community and don’t have access to sites that bigger cities do as far as recycling. They have a lot of logging going on with the timber industry. A major concern was the potential for illegal dumping of used oil. Putting the recycling centers in place and educating customers not to dump oil in the municipal sewer or septic tanks were big things. That and educating people on the possibility of contaminating the lake were the two biggest goals. 

What are the benefits to having a SWPP in place? 

Protecting the source of water for years to come is a benefit.

Where is the community in the SWPP process? 

They are currently handing out SMART pamphlets to homeowners, trying to focus more on homeowners around the lake area. They are also planning to offer another public meeting. They are trying to encourage another meeting to present the issue of failing wastewater (septic) systems to that area.

How long did it take to get this far? 

They started about 18 months ago.

What are the next steps they plan to take? 

They will try to get busy with the education process. The local health department sanitarian has agreed to help these people with new homeowner onsite system packets provided by NESC. That’s been my favorite tool in this whole process. It contains a wealth of information.

Is implementing the SWPP a priority? 

Yes, it is certainly a priority.

What resources did they capitalize on (especially SMART resources) and what do they need to continue the work they’ve started? 

Pretty much all of the literature provided through the SMART program was used. 

What advice would they give to a community about to embark on an SWPP? 

Be creative and keep busy. Create your want list of things you’d like to learn about helping the environment and search out people who can give presentations.

Interview conducted with Chris Brunson, operations and management specialist, Community Resource Group Inc.

