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WYOMING

Mr. Larry Robinson, Program Manager, or

Mr. Ron Ewald, Senior Environmental

Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality

Water Quality Division

Herschler Building

122 West 25th Street

Cheyenne, Wyoming 82002

(307) 777-7075 or (307) 777-6183 (respectively) 

(307) 777-5973 (fax)

lrobin@state.wy.us
rewald@state.wy.us
http://soswy.us/cgi-win/SSCGI_2.exe

Septic Tank and/or Soil Absorption System

Water Quality Rules and Regulations

Chapter XI, Part D

May 1984

Onsite regulations for Wyoming were last amended in May 1984.  As of June 1, 2003, there are currently no plans to update or revise the existing Code and there are no plans to do so by May 31, 2004.

All rules apply statewide and can become more stringent on the local level if approved by the state.  Construction permits are issued by Water Quality Division in 6 counties and 17 delegated counties.  

Conventional and chamber systems are approved for onsite wastewater treatment and disposal in Wyoming.  New or innovative technologies may be allowed when in accordance with Section 5, Part D, Chapter 11, Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulations. 

State Code allows for drainfield area/size reductions for chamber systems.  

Currently, there are no known onsite wastewater demonstration, research, or testing projects ongoing in Wyoming.

State Code does not require management programs/contracts or districts to monitor and maintain onsite systems or individual liquid waste systems, and there are no plans to develop such programs.  However, they are not prohibited.  Authority to adopt or require maintenance/management programs resides with the State.

In Wyoming, system failure would include backing up of sewage, surfacing, impact on groundwater, etc.  Repair or replacement is not necessarily defined as failure.  Reasons for system failure are not tracked by the State.  If a system is considered to be failing or to have failed, replacement is considered a modification and requires a construction permit.

No funding program exists to assist homeowners either replacing a failing system or installing a new one, and there are no plans to develop such a mechanism within the next year.  

The state does not have a pre-sale inspection protocol for onsite wastewater systems during property transfers.  However, construction permits are required to be transferred to new owners in accordance with Chapter 3, Wyoming Water Quality Rules and Regulations.  This requirement is overlooked in most instances.  Regular inspections for investigating the performance and operation of onsite systems after initial construction are not required by the State.  If an inspection is requested by the homeowner, delegated local agencies will perform the inspection or state personnel if not delegated.  There is no charge for the inspection.  Inspectors are not required to be certified.  

Site evaluations are conducted by count authorities.  Percolation tests and soil characteristic tests are required as part of the site evaluation.  

Permits are issued for new construction, and for upgrade or modification of existing onsite systems. All permits issued are kept track of at the state Water Quality Department or delegated county.   

Currently, there are no programs in existence in Wyoming that offer homeowners insurance policies for their onsite treatment systems.

Wyoming State Code does not require the use of septic tank effluent filters for onsite wastewater treatment systems.

Currently, there are no minimum lot sizes for the placement and use of an onsite wastewater treatment system; however, the minimum separation specified in the regulations or subdivision approvals must be met.

Minimum setback/separation distances include:








Septic Tank          Drainfield

· Dwelling/structure - 



5’


10’

· Well -



 

50’


100’

· Surface water - 



50’


50’

· Property lines - 



10’


10’

· Seasonal high water table/limiting layer - 
N/A


4’

· Wetlands - 




 50’


50’ 

Information about municipal wastewater regulations may be obtained from Mr. Robinson (above).

