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Mr. Lawrence W. (Rob) Roberts, Environmental Health Manager
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Onsite Wastewater Management Branch

2600 Bull Street
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(803) 896-0641

(803) 896-0645 (fax)

GordonLa@Columb72.dhec.state.sc.us
RobertLw@Columb72.dhec.state.sc.us
http://www.state.sc.us/dhec/

Individual Sewage Systems

1996

Onsite regulations for South Carolina were last updated in June 1986.  All sections of the regulations are currently under review.

South Carolina State Code makes no allowance for technology(ies) not listed in the current regulations.

State Code does not allow for drainfield area/size reduction.

Ongoing onsite wastewater demonstration, research, or testing projects include a constructed wetlands project conducted by the Natural Resource and Conservation Service with 319 Grant Funds.  For additional information, contact:

Mr. Keith Cain, Coordinator

East Piedmont Resource Conservation and Development Council

414-A South Congress St.

Winnsboro, SC 29180

(803) 635-2757

(803) 635-2081 (fax)

South Carolina Code does not require management contracts or districts to monitor or maintain onsite systems or individual septic disposal systems, and there are no plans to develop such programs within the next year.

In South Carolina, a failed system is one that is discharging on the ground surface or has in the past, or the sewer is backing up into the dwelling.  Lack of proper maintenance is cited as the most common reason for system failure in the state.  If a system is considered to be failing or has already failed, an official notice will be issued to the homeowner once the Health Department is contacted.  This notice states that the homeowner is in violation of Regulation 61-56, and he/she must repair the system.  Usually 10 days will be allowed.  If the homeowner does not cooperate, legal action will be taken through the local magistrate’s office.

No funding or financing options are available to individual homeowners for the repair or replacement of failing or malfunctioning systems or for new construction.

The State does not have a pre-sale inspection protocol for onsite wastewater systems during property transfers.  However, regular inspections are required if the system installed is an experimental system.  If a homeowner requests an inspection, a licensed contractor would perform the inspection (the State does not perform existing inspections).  Most contractors do charge a fee.

There are no programs that offer homeowners insurance policies for their onsite treatment systems.

The State does not require the use of septic tank effluent filters for onsite wastewater treatment systems.

There is no minimum lot size required for the placement and use of an onsite wastewater system.  The lot must be large enough for the house placement, installation of the tile field, 100% replacement of the tile field, and all other required setbacks.

Minimum setback/separation distances include:








Septic Tank          Drainfield

· Dwelling/structure - 



5’


5’

· Well-private well - 



50’


50’

· Surface water - 



50’


50’

· Property lines - 



10’


10’

· Seasonal high water table/limiting layer - 
 -


6” 

· Wetlands - 




50’ 


50’

